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Para Rubber Production System of Farmers in Bo Thong District
of Chon Buri Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study The following 1) economic and social states of
para rubber farmers, 2 ) the para rubber production system, and 3 ) problems and suggestions on
guidelines for the extension and development of para rubber production system. The population in this
study was 778 farmers who were members of a para rubber plantation fund cooperative and 2,854
general farmers who had para rubber plantation in six sub-districts of Bo Thong District, Chon Buri
Province. The samples were 89 farmers who were members of the cooperatives, and 89 general
farmers. All of the samples were selected by drawing lots which was a simple random sampling
methodology. The data were collected by interviewing the farmers by using an interviewed
questionnaire. The statistical methodology was used to analyze the data including frequency,
percentage, mean, minimum value, maximum value, standard deviation and t-test. The findings of this
study were as follows: (1) most of interviewed farmers who were members of the cooperatives were
educated higher than primary level. The average labor was 7.60 persons. The share of the wage rate
was 60.40%. The average wage of the labor was 907,441.33 Baht. The average farming area was
173.81 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters). The average of their own land was 157.51 rai. The average
cost of para rubber plantation was 7,050.56 Baht/rai. The average income deriving from selling para
rubber was 2,006,363.48 Baht/year. In the year 2014/2015, the average selling price of para rubber in
yellow 1 type was 47.65-70.00 Baht. Most of the general farmers were educated lower than primary
level. The average labor was 4.01 persons. The share of the wage rate was 60.40%. The average wage
of the labor was 262,066 Baht. The average farming area was 39.57 rai. The average of their own land
was 38.60 rai. The average cost of para rubber plantation was 6,882.02 Baht/rai. The average income
deriving from selling para rubber was 556,567.00 Baht/year. In the year 2014/2015, the average selling
price of para rubber was 45-46 Baht. 2) Most members of the cooperatives had received agricultural
information from newspapers and internet which was different from the general farmers. They had the
system of para rubber production. They mostly planted para rubber by using RRIM 600 variety, and
they had raw para rubber sheets processed according to agricultural principles. Furthermore, 3) the
farmers in both groups had problems at much level on the insufficiency of labor in para rubber tapping
and producing sheets. They had problems at moderate level on the knowledge of para rubber
production. The farmers who were members of the cooperatives had problems on distributing Para
rubber product at moderate level, while the general farmers had the same problems at much level, these
were the uncertainty of the selling price of para rubber sheets and the price tending downwards. They
suggested that there should have the extension on how to make quality para rubber sheet to meet the
standardization of Department of Agriculture. They should have been trained in producing
standardized para rubber. Hence, there should have the integration of involved public and private
organizations to para rubber production completely.

Keywords: Agricultural production system, Para rubber production, Chon Buri Province
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